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School History – Walton Lodge Preparatory School, Clevedon 

 

Note: In the left margin of the first page of this document (see below) is a pencilled 

notation – “? Walter”.  Please see the Appendix on page 4 for further information. 
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Appendix 

 

The above notes would appear to have formed some of the source material for the 

document “A Short History of Walton Lodge and the Old Walton Lodge Society”1.   
 

These notes in turn apparently took much of their content from those that 

accompanied a letter by Mr R F Gwinn (Headmaster 1921-1948) to Mr L G Holmes 

(Headmaster 1949-1971)2. 

 

In his notes, Mr Gwinn writes as follows: 

 
As a consequence, the following appears in “A Short History of Walton Lodge and the 

Old Walton Lodge Society”: 

 

 
 

This introduces a caveat, inasmuch as it transpires that Mr Gwinn was unfortunately 

incorrect as to the name of the son who immediately succeeded Mr Cornish Senior 

(that is, the Reverend Charles Lewis Cornish, Vicar of Compton Dando).   
 

Although Charles Lewis Cornish‟s eldest son was also named Charles3, the son who 

died at sea was his second son, Walter Cornish, who did so on 24 February 1873 whilst 

on his way to Egypt, a trip for his health. He was buried at sea.4 

 

This would explain why someone has written the query „? Walter‟ in the margin 

alongside the paragraph mentioning the death of the son on the Mediterranean cruise 
shown in the typewritten notes reproduced on page 1 of this document.   

 

                                                             
1 Published in 1952 and reproduced in PDF format available via the ‘Walton Lodge and OWLS’ page on 
https://laurencevlatham.wordpress.com. 
2 The full document is available under the title “Letter and Notes by Mr R F Gwinn re Walton Lodge Preparatory School, 
Clevedon”, via the ‘Walton Lodge and OWLS’ page on the same website. 
3 The eldest son of Charles Lewis Cornish was the Reverend Charles Edward Cornish, who became Bishop of 
Grahamstown in South Africa in 1899, having been ordained in 1870, after which he became Curate of St George’s, 
Bristol. 
4 A description of the memorial window referred to is available in the document “St Mary’s Church, Walton, Clevedon – 
Memorial Window to Walter Cornish” on the above-mentioned website. 
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This means it was indeed Walter who briefly assumed the headship of Walton Lodge 

School after his father, only for the role then to be taken on by his younger brother, 

the Reverend Stephen Cornish. 

 
Confirmation of this appears the following extract from the document “Doctor Basil 

Harwood – Recollections of Walton Lodge Preparatory School”5: 

 

 
As shown in the extract given on the previous page, Mr Gwinn admits in his original 

notes that his suggestion that the headmaster was Charles might need checking with 

the surviving Cornish sisters – something that presumably did not happen.  It would 

seem, therefore, that in giving the name of Charles Cornish instead of Walter Cornish 

he was inadvertently responsible for an inaccuracy that was perpetuated in any 

subsequent documents which used his notes as source material, and this should be 
borne in mind when consulting such documents. 

  

 

 

 

 
With grateful thanks to Jane Lilly for providing the scans of the original document. 
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5 The full document is available via the ‘Walton Lodge and OWLS’ page on https://laurencevlatham.wordpress.com. 


