
Dr Basil Harwood – Recollections of Walton Lodge Preparatory School, 

Clevedon 

 

Dr Basil Harwood attended Walton Lodge briefly, from 1871-1872.  He went on 
to became an organist and musician.   

 

On the following page are typed extracts from his recollections* of his time at 

the school. 

 

There then follow some handwritten notes* recording more of his memories of 
that time, some of which focus upon the choir and its contributions to services at 

St Mary‟s Church. 

 

* In each case the wording implies that Dr Harwood‟s words were being documented by an 

   interviewer (identity unknown). 
 

A further point of interest for some may lie in the fact that in the handwritten 

notes Dr Harwood names as his greatest friends “...the Pellew brothers – one 

later became Lord Exmouth – and the other Viscount Weymouth, later Marquess 

of Bath1.”  Readers of the „Hornblower‟ novels by C S Forester will be familiar 

with the name of Edward Pellew (1757-1833), portrayed in the books as the 

mentor of the fictional character Horatio Hornblower.  Pellew served in the Royal 
Navy at the time of the American War of Independence and the Napoleonic 

Wars, rising to the rank of Rear Admiral.  In 1814 he was made Baron Exmouth 

of Canonteign and in 1816 became 1st Viscount Exmouth.  His great-grandson 

Charles Ernest Pellew (1863-1945) was the 7th Viscount Exmouth, and is listed 

on pages 6 and 35 of the “Walton Lodge (Clevedon) Register 1934”, reproduced 

in PDF format and available from https://laurencevlatham.wordpress.com.  
Basil Harwood is similarly listed on pages 5 and 25 of the same document, and 

George Howard Pellew on pages 5 and 35. 

 

 

                                                             
1 This statement from the handwritten notes would initially appear to be inaccurate, as the family name of the 
Viscounts Weymouth/Marquesses of Bath is Thynne, not Pellew.  However, clarification is provided by 
referring to the second page of the typewritten notes, which clearly distinguish between the “two Pellew 
brothers – one of which became Lord Exmouth – and there was Viscount Weymouth, afterwards Marquess of 
Bath.”  In his handwritten notes Dr Harwood has inadvertently omitted the second dash after the words ‘Lord 
Exmouth’, thereby creating a misleading impression.  (In the Register of 1934, in the pre-1877 list on pages 5-7, 
G Pellew is listed 65, B Harwood 75, C E Pellew 82 and Viscount Weymouth 85, indicating all four were 
contemporaries.) 



 
 

 
  



 

 
 

Dr Harwood‟s account in the final paragraph regarding Sir Charles Vyner Brooke 
is corroborated by a reference included in the Summer 1959 edition of „The 



Waltonian‟, reproduced here.  In Sir Charles‟ defence, it would appear that the 

description „distracted‟ used by Dr Harwood is something of a euphemism! 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
With grateful thanks to Jane Lilly for providing the scans of the original documents re Dr Harwood. 
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