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Sets 
 
 
Until the end of Summer Term 1959 the boys at 
Walton Lodge had been divided into three competing 
groups or Sets (more likely referred to as Houses in 
many schools) - Greens, Blues and Browns. 
 

 
 
According to The Waltonian (Autumn 1959) this had been the case for as long as 
anyone could remember, but the beginning of the new term saw a complete 
reorganization into four: Drake (Yellow), Marlborough (Green), Nelson (Blue) 
and Wellington (Red). 
 

 
 
The original plan had been merely to add red to the existing colours, but the only 
brown material from which to make the new flag was so decidedly unappealing that 
the Drake Set Captain was given a choice – between something resembling garden 
shed coffee or a rather striking yellow. The rest, as they say, is history. 
 
The first Captains and Vice-Captains of the new Sets were:  

 C Phillips and J Robinson (Drake) 
 T Fortlage and R Bowring (Marlborough) 
 S Fosbury and E Mustard (Nelson) 
 K Wreford and R Spencer (Wellington) 

 
As had formerly been the case, it was intended that, once allocated, each boy 
would remain within the same Set for the duration of his time at Walton Lodge, but 
by 1963 some further reorganization became necessary, as it may well have done 
upon other occasions, probably as the result of an imbalance between age groups 
or the dayboy to boarder ratio. For example, I had started as a Green, was 
subsequently elected into Nelson, but eventually ended up in Marlborough. 
  
Identifying who belonged to which Set is often no longer possible, since The 
Waltonian only included such information where it was deemed relevant to an item. 
 
If memory of my last ever look at the Stripe Board (which was always kept in the 
Dining Room) can in any way be relied upon, by 1971 the number of Sets had been 
reduced to two, captained by Sanday I and Sanday II. Whether this remaining pair 
still bore two of the four names first utilized in 1959 now completely escapes me, 
as does the identity of the last Set Captain of Browns, although I am able to offer 
C Gerig for Greens and A Ross Goobey for Blues. 
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